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politanism, as Christians are doing, as a means of prop-
ping up a structure that has become rather shaky.

In Japan, however, as in the countries of the West, the
battle between the conflicting principles will be fought out
in the fields of economics and politics. The conservative
party will be inclined to limit the franchise as much as
possible, and will endeavour to keep down expenditure by
undertaking only such public works as are absolutely
necessary and likely to prove lucrative in the end; agri-
culture would be stimulated, and in education the chief
object in view would be training the mind on the lines of
the Bushido, The progressists would adopt a directly
opposite policy. They would work for the extension of the
franchise, for the enlargement of Japan's sphere of Influence
in foreign countries ; trade and industry, rather than agri-
culture, would be pushed ahead; education would be on
liberal lines and distinctly utilitarian in type, but is designed
to fit men for the positions they have to fill in the country.

All these matters involve many problems of a social and
economic nature; in fact In Japan, as in the West, the social
conditions of the people are attracting more attention than
the questions of party politics. The discussions on Socialism
in the West are reflected in Japan and a distinctly socialistic
party is now in existence, while many who are not allied to
it still sympathise with its objects, for there was much in
the life of old Japan which commended itself to those of a
socialistic tendency of mind. Civilisation in Japan is evi-
dently not only in a transition stage as regards the adoption
of Western features, but it is also confronted with the same
problems which are receiving so much attention in almost
every country in the West Dr. H, Otsuku, in a very
thoughtful essay on the subject, concludes by saying: " One
thing appears to me certain, and that is that Japanese
civilisation cannot stand alone. Its only chance of per-
petuity lies in the possibility of the discovery of a method
of blending it with Western civilisation. Hence if the
blending of Japanese principles with Western principles be